
27th Madeira International Bridge Open
 4th-10th November 2024
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All the results and the ongoing program of play are avail-
able on the website: www.bridge-madeira.com. You can use 

the QR code from your phone or tablet.

A Welcome from Miguel TeixeiraA Welcome from Miguel Teixeira

WARMUP PAIRS  MONDAY 20:30
To enter the Warm-Up Pairs, please arrive from 20:00 onwards.

The journey continues as we begin our 27th tournament.

None of this would be possible without your help:  your appreciation of the event we put 
together every year for your participation.  None of it would be possible without the support 
of a team which I must thank in advance:  the Directors, the journalists and the entire staff .
From the many, many players who return year after year we derive 
an extraordinary feeling of warmth and strength, which spur us to 
make the tournament better and better.  Your satisfaction is our pri-
ority.  The proof is that this year even more people are coming to the 
tournament; giving us, as your hosts, a bigger challenge than ever.

I am confi dent that everything is in place to welcome you, and to 
repay the goodwill and energy you contribute with a wonderful few 
days on the island. All the best. 

Miguel Teixeira

The Welcome Cocktail Party will be held in the Hotel VidaMar at 
18:00 Monday 4th November.

N.B. The fi rst session of the pairs on Tuesday 5th November will start at 17:00.
This diff ers from the normal time of 16:00 on Wednesday and Thursday.



Page 2 – Bulletin 0.5 Monday 4th November

XXVII Madeira Bridge Festival

Monday 4th 20:30 Pairs entries close
 (we will accept entries after this time at
 our discretion if the movement allows)

 20:30 Warm-up Pairs

Tuesday 5th 17:00 Open Pairs Session 1

Wednesday 6th 16:00 Open Pairs Session 2

Thursday 7th 16:00 Open Pairs Session 3
 20:00 Final Results

Friday 8th 18:00 Team Assignments
 19:30 Teams entries close
 20:30 Teams Session 1
 (3 matches)

Saturday 9th 11:00 Teams Session 2
 (2 matches)
 13:15 Lunch Break
 (light lunch included)
 14:30 Teams Session 3
 (4 matches)

Sunday 10th 14:30  Teams Session 4
 (3 matches)
 19:00 Final Results

Please arrive 30 minutes before start of play.
Starting positions will be sent by email.

MAIN BRIDGE PROGRAM

 4th-10th November 2024

 Congress Room + Selvagens 1-2-3
Pairs €170/€130*
Teams €170/€130*
Pairs + Team €285/€225*
Pairs or Teams + Traditional Dinner
 €200/€160*
Pairs + Teams + Traditional Dinner
 €310/€250*
Pairs + Teams + Closing Dinner €320/€260*
Pairs + Teams + Traditional + Closing Dinner
 €330/€270*
Traditional Dinner €35
Friday Excursion €35
Saturday Lunch (non-players) €20
Closing Dinner €50

* Special prices for Juniors (23 or under). 
Please bring your ID badge.

ENTRY FEES

Any of the Social Programme events 
may be purchased at the Welcome Desk.

CASH PRIZES

Cash prizes must be collected between 
these times, from room Desertas II on 
Level 4 (ground fl oor), Tower 1 near the 
hotel Reception desk. 
Please bring a form of identifi cation.

Friday 8th November 8:00 – 20:30
Saturday 9th November 10:00 – 11:00
 13:30 – 14:30
Sunday 10th November 19:30 – 20:30

Cash prizes must be collected between these 
times. Please bring your identity badge and a 
form of identifi cation.
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INTER-NATIONS CHALLENGE (CHARITY EVENT)
 Sunday 3rd November, 16:00

P B i 0 4 N

Um Dia pela Vida (One Day for Life) is an initiative of the Portuguese League Against Cancer as part 
of Relay for Life, an international programme under the umbrella of the American Cancer Society.  
Around the world, more than 30 countries are already part of this programme.

In Ponta do Sol, on the coast 20km west of Funchal, the One Day for Life project will run from Octo-
ber 2024 to March 2025.

The main objectives of the project are to inform, educate and support communities in raising 
awareness of and funds for prevention programmes and other activities developed by the Portuguese 
League Against Cancer. One Day for Life represents the hope that those who have been taken away 
by cancer will not be forgotten, that those who are overcoming it will be supported, and that one day 
cancer will be beaten.

With this in mind, the Madeira Regional Centre of the Portuguese League Against Cancer and the 
local committee of the One Day for Life project would like to thank you for taking part in and support-
ing the One Day for Life project.

Thanks, too, to José Júlio Curado for making this event possible by liaising between the Portuguese 
League Against Cancer and the Madeira Bridge Association.

The Inter-nations Charity Challenge event was held on Sunday afternoon, in support of 
Um Dia pela Vida (One Day for Life).
A full report, with results, the amount raised for this year’s charity and some hands of 
interest will be available in your Tuesday bulletin at breakfast.
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Monday 4th November 10:00 – 16:30
 19:30 – 20:30
Tuesday 5th November 10:00 – 13:00
 15:30 – 17:00
Wednesday 6th November 14:30 – 16:00
Thursday 7th November 14:30 – 16:00
Friday 8th November  18:00 – 20:30
Saturday 9th November  13:30 – 14:30
Sunday 10th November  13:00 – 14:30

If you need help or information outside these 
times, please ask at the hotel’s Reception Desk 

or speak to one of the Directors.

CONTACTS

Miguel Teixeira      (+351) 965 477 574
 good2019events.booking@gmail.com

Carlos Luiz (+351) 914 440 580
 cluiz57@gmail.com

VidaMar Resort (+351) 291 717 600

If you have booked in advance, you can 
collect your Identity Badge from the Wel-
come Desk.

You must bring your Identity Badge to all 
events, including social events.
You will need to keep a note of your con-
fi rmation number (the number is in the 
format 123-4567). If you cannot print the 
confi rmation email, please take a pho-
tograph of it on your mobile phone and 
bring the phone with you to the Welcome 
Desk.
If you want to enter on the day, you will 
need to pay at the Welcome Desk, where 
you will be issued with an Identity Badge. 
We can issue Identity Badges only to 
the person named on the badge.

COLLECTION OF BADGES/ENTRIES

You must show your 
badge at all events 
(bridge and social)

The Welcome Desk in the 
lobby of VidaMar Tower 2 will be 

open at the following times

The Welcome Desk in the
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Monday 4th November 18:00
Welcome Cocktail VidaMar.

Wednesday 6th November 20:45
Traditional Madeiran dinner of espetada
with folk dancing and music.
 Restaurant O Lagar, Camara de Lobos
Coach leaves from outside Vidamar at 
20:15 (journey time 15 minutes). Return to 
the hotel at 23.30.

Friday 8th November
Excursions: Details of excursions can be 
found on the following page.

Sunday 10th November 20:30
Closing Dinner and trophy presentation 

Ocean Room, Level 2, VidaMar

SOCIAL PROGRAMMESIDE EVENTS

Pre-tournament
Payment at table. Please arrive at least 15 
minutes in advance to guarantee a place.

Congress Room
 and Selvagens 1-2-3

Monday 4th 20:30
Warm-up Pairs - €15

Post-tournament
Selvagens V

Monday 11th 20:30
Cool-down Pairs - €10

We now have a WhatsApp group for news, information and results from the 
Madeira International Bridge Open.

Simply click on the WhatsApp icon in the website footer, or use this link:

www.tinyurl.com/madeirawhatsapp

WhatsApp Group

QR Code - WhatsApp Group QR Code - Buy Polo Shirt
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Optional Excursions Friday 8th November

Option B: Levada Dos Cedros
(Half-day lunch included) coach leaves hotel 9:00

Option A: Over The Waves
 coach leaves hotel 09:30

P 6 B ll i 0 5

As you navigate in search of the perfect spot the 
dolphins reveal themselves, playful, talkative 
and full of life. This three-hour wildlife spec-
tacle will live long in memory. You might even 
strike lucky and see whales, turtles and seabirds. 
In good weather you can take an invigorating dip 
in the warm waters off  Cabo Girão. If the breezes 
are in our favour we switch off  the engines and 
set sail, allowing the wind to guide us. This day 
out deserves to be experienced at least once in 
a lifetime.
What to bring: sunscreen, beach towel, swim-
ming costume, warm jacket.

As you navigate in search of the perfect spot the
Option C: Mythical Landscapes
(Half-day lunch included) coach leaves hotel 9:15

The Levada dos Cedros is an enchanting 7.2-kilo-
metre trail of medium diffi  culty, which can be 
walked in about three hours. The magical route 
begins at Fanal. Enjoy the serenity of the Rest 
and Quiet Reserve in the Madeira Natural Park, 

where a century-old forest of til (Ocotea foetens) 
trees awaits you with its timeless beauty. Built in 
the 17th century, the Levada dos Cedros one of 
the oldest on the island. Along the way you can 
explore the Laurissilva, an indigenous forest with 
trees 30 to 40 metres high. The trail passes along 
the slopes of Ribeira da Janela before ending at 
Curral Falso. This is the ideal moment to con-
nect with the island’s natural landscape, off ering 
a deep connection between humans and nature.
What to bring: sunscreen, trainers or suitable 
walking shoes, warm jacket.

Embark on a poetic journey, where nature designs 
every stop. Descend to Fanal via the mystical Paul 
da Serra, where serene cattle graze in a beautiful 
landscape surrounded by every shade of green. 
As you descend from Fanal, the Ribeira da Janela 
cave reveals its mysteries to the curious. As you 
continue your journey, the natural pools of Porto 
Moniz invite you to take an invigorating dip. 
Walk along the promenade to a cosy restaurant, 
where the view is as pleasing as the meal. End 
this enchanted trip with a traditional poncha in 
Serra de Água  toasting good company and the 
beauty you’ve experienced.
What to bring: sunscreen, trainers or suitable 
walking shoes, warm jacket, beach towel, swim-
ming costume.

Embark on a poetic journey, where nature designs



Page 7– Bulletin 0.5 Monday 4th November

XXVII Madeira Bridge Festival

Ron Tacchi Refl ects On This Year's Festival

Autumn has arrived in the region of 'La 
Belle France' where I rest my weary head 
but it also means that in a matter of a few 

days I am off  again to sunny Madeira. We have 
had weather of biblical proportions - the last 48 
hours have seen non-stop rain. The current price 
of marine ply has risen 1000% and animals are 
seen congregating in pairs at suitable locations. 
There are no longer fi elds around our house but 
only lakes.

This is my eleventh time visiting the island 
and it is always a joy to return to my 'Madeiran 
Family', where I shall probably consume my own 
weight in pastéis de nata and my own volume in 
ponchas.

October has barely commenced and already 
there is a record entry for the pairs - if the fes-
tival keeps growing at this rate we will have to 
build a bigger island. It is a tribute to Miguel and 
Carlos that the tournament never ceases to grow.

As in recent years my trusty team and I will 
endeavour to have the bulletins ready for you to 
peruse whilst partaking of your breakfast. You 
will be able to pick up a copy of the bulletin in the 
Ocean Restaurant of the VidaMar Hotel. They will 
also be available at the Welcome Desk and addi-
tionally beneath the screen showing the scores 
where there will be copies of previous bulletins. 
Should the earlier version you require be absent 
then please inform the Welcome Desk who in turn 
will ask us to print extra copies. You will also be 
able to fi nd them in the Conference Centre about 
twenty minutes before play starts.

One of the positives of creating these bulletins 
every year is that by the time the next festival 
comes around there is a good chance that I will 
have played one hand that was interesting and 
worthy of note. Somewhat surprisingly such a 
hand occurred a couple of weeks ago. This gives 
me my annual chance of blowing my own trum-
pet. This deal demonstrates that while many 
contracts should fail they often succeed as a 
result of a defensive error. I think that one of the 
skills of declarer play is to fi rstly give the oppo-
sition every chance to go wrong and secondly be 
ready to take advantage of any slip.

Dealer South. None Vul.Dealer South. None Vul.

♠  A K 7 3
♥  8
♦  9 7 4
♣  A K 8 3 2

         
♠  Q 5
♥  A K J 9 3 2
♦  Q J 8
♣  7 6

 West North East South
       Me
   –   –   –   1♥
  Pass   2♣  Pass   2♥
  Pass   2♠  Pass   2NT
  Pass   3NT All Pass
My fi rst question is, which card in the North hand 
will play a pivotal role in this contract's success?

The opening lead was a third and fi fth two 
of diamonds which went to the ace, a diamond 
came back to the king and the suit was cleared 
with East discarding a heart (error-ish number 
one). Obviously this meant I could not aff ord to 
lose a trick to West.

When I led a club from hand with the idea of 
trying to duck it into the East hand I was sur-
prised to see the eight of spades (THE error) from 
West. What did this mean? We now know West 
has eight major-suit cards and certainly not orig-
inally four spades thus it is extremely likely she 
started with three or fi ve.

If fi ve then a second club honour will cause 
West distress as a major suit discard will create 
tricks in the suit discarded - West has three hearts 
and so did East who has already discarded one 
so if West comes down to two hearts the suit is 
worth six tricks - if a spade is thrown then the 
fourth spade will be good so a diamond must 
be thrown. Now West can be thrown in with the 
fourth round of spades to lead into the heart 
tenace.

If three spades then it would seem that East 
would come under pressure in the black suits 
but unfortunately he is discarding after dummy. 
So are we without resource? It was the eight of 
spades that West discarded. What if this was her 
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smallest spade? Can you see the end position?
By taking a heart trick we can discover the dis-

tribution. If West has fi ve spades then East will 
follow to the heart, if West started with three 
spades then East will discard on the heart, which 
is what happened in reality.

Now we cash the second heart honour, take 
two rounds of spades ending in dummy watching 
the ♠10 and ♠J fall from West. Then we exit in 
clubs and East takes two club tricks before lead-
ing away from his ♠96 in to dummy's ♠K7. Yes 
the ♠7 was the important card in the North hand.

Could West have defeated the contract - Yes, 
she has to discard a heart at trick two when the 
club is led. Declarer can make the contract if a 
diamond is discarded but needs to take the cor-
rect view in the major-suit distribution but may 
play West for 4-4 and attempt a spade throw-in 
and so fail. Though at the table when West fol-
lows with [J108 declarer might well read this as 
a trebleton and take the right view by exiting 
with a heart to the jack, especially as it includes 
the chance of the queen of hearts being onside.

The full deal was as follows:

Dealer South. None Vul.Dealer South. None Vul.

♠  A K 7 3
♥  8
♦  9 7 4
♣  A K 8 3 2

♠  J 10 8 ♦  9 6 4 2
♥  Q 10 7 5 4 ♥  6
♦  K 10 5 3 2 ♦  A 6
♣   – 

N
W E

S ♣  Q J 10 9 5 4
♠  Q 5
♥  A K J 9 3 2
♦  Q J 8
♣  7 6

As you can see if West never discards a spade or 
a diamond then declarer has no chance of mak-
ing his contract.
We, here in the Bulletin Room, cannot be every-
where all of the time, so if you have an interesting 
or amusing story, please, please come and see 
us. We can and will help, and you will get your 
name in print.

Tomorrow at 10:30 David Burn will deliver his fi rst 
'Burn Your Card' discussion in Selvagens 1 on the inter-

esting deals of the previous day. There will be addi-
tional discussions on Wednesday through Friday.

-10%
THALASSO SEA 
SPA
Except products, entries and therapeutic
massages*

madeira.vidamarresorts.com

@vidamarmadeira

*Discount cannot be combined  with other

30€
BUFFET DINNER

Ocean Restaurant
(drinks included - restricted)
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Happy Birthday Eduardo
 Ron Tacchi

Eduardo Fernandes, a tireless worker behind 
the scenes in this festival, had an early 
birthday present in October when he and 

his partner, Pedro Morgado along with team-
mates João Machado and José Macedo won the 
Portuguese National Teams Category Two Cham-
pionship. Well done to them, will they have a 
similar success at the festival?

Here are some hands that helped them on their 
way:

Board 11. Dealer South. None Vul.Board 11. Dealer South. None Vul.

♠  Q
♥  6 4 2
♦  A Q J 4 3 2
♣ 10 7 5

♠ 10 8 6 4 ♠  K J 9 3
♥ 10 5 ♥  Q J 9 3
♦  9 7 6 5 ♦ 10 8
♣  J 9 8 

N
W E

S ♣  Q 6 2
♠  A 7 5 2
♥  A K 8 7
♦  K
♣  A K 4 3

Open Room

 West North East South
 Branquinho Machado Ferreira Macedo
   –   –   –   2♦
  Pass   2♥  Pass   2NT
  Pass   3NT All Pass
The 2♦ bid followed by 2NT showed a balanced 
hand 20-22.

West led a small diamond and declarer had no 
choice but to win in dummy and take two more 
rounds of the suit before ducking a club. When 
the club suit broke 3-3 declarer was rewarded 
with nine tricks and his game.

Closed Room

 West North East South
 Fernades P. Coelho Morgado B. Coelho
   –   –   –   1♣
  Pass   1♦  Pass   2♥
  Pass   3♦  Pass   3♠
  Pass   4♥ All Pass

At this table declarer was not prepared to con-
sider his hand balanced and so started with 1♣
and fi nally arrived in a Moysian fi t contract of 
Four Hearts.

On the lead of the ♣8 declarer won in hand 
and took the two top trumps. Then playing for a 
3-3 break in the trump suit tried a third round. 
East won and immediately played the king of 
spades and now declarer was doomed to failure 
by two tricks. Having cashed two trumps the only 
winning line is to now play a small club towards 
dummy - I suspect this is not that obvious. Rather 
than attemting to draw tumps a better line might 
have been to unblock the king of diamonds and 
the play ace and another spade ruffi  ng in dummy 
and continuing with winning diamonds and over-
ruffi  ng if East ruff s. As the cards lie this will lead 
to an overtrick and succeeds against nearly all 
reasonable distributions.

By the time the last board arrived our heroes 
needed a positive result to win the event.

Board 50, Dealer East. N/S Vul.Board 50, Dealer East. N/S Vul.

♠  Q J 7 3
♥  8 3
♦  J 5 3
♣  K 10 9 4

♠  A 5 2 ♠ 10 6 4
♥  J 6 4 ♥  A K 9 7 5
♦  9 8 6 ♦  7 4 2
♣  J 8 5 2 

N
W E

S ♣  Q 7
♠  K 9 8
♥  Q 10 2
♦  A K Q 10
♣  A 6 3

In the Open Room Machado and Macedo stopped 
in 1NT and with a little help from the defence 
made three overtricks. In the Closed Room after  
a 1[ response to South's opening 1♦ Morgado 
made the daring but match-winning call of Two 
Hearts (I must confess that at my advanced age 
I am not sure there is enough tetosterone in my 
body to make that call). Now against the fi nal 
contract of 3NT by South Fernades led a heart 
and the defence came to four heart tricks, the ace 
of spades and the championship. They were the 
only pair to hold declarer to eight tricks!
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Missing In Action
 Mark Horton

To be on hand to prepare this year’s bulle-
tins, Ron Tacchi declined the opportunity 
to attend the World Bridge Games in Bue-

nos Aires. When he requested a resume of last 
year’s best deals it reminded me of how much I 
will miss attending the best festival in the world.
Charity Begins at Home
The Charity Pairs produced a couple of instruc-
tive deals:

Board 14. Dealer East. None Vul.Board 14. Dealer East. None Vul.

♠  A Q 10 9 5 2
♥ 10
♦  A
♣  A Q J 8 2

♠  4 ♠  J 7 3
♥  Q 7 6 5 4 3 ♥  A 2
♦  Q 8 ♦  K 10 6 5 4 2
♣  9 7 6 4 

N
W E

S ♣ 10 5
♠  K 8 6
♥  K J 9 8
♦  J 9 7 3
♣  K 3

 West North East South
   –   –   3♦  Pass
   5♦ Double  Pass   6♥
  Pass   6♠ Double All Pass
When North doubled 5♦ it was tempting to pass, 
as it was clear that the penalty would be sub-
stantial. However, the question was would it 
compensate for a possibly missed slam? Given 
that North had forced us to the fi ve-level, I judged 
it best to commit to slam. Wrong in the sense 
that passing and leading a diamond (which was 
my intention had I elected to defend) delivers a 
massive penalty.

+1210 was 60-0, but +1400 would have been a 
simpler way to make a living.

Board 19. Dealer South. E/W Vul.Board 19. Dealer South. E/W Vul.

♠  Q 5 4 2
♥  K 10 9 8
♦  8 4 3
♣  Q 10

♠  A K J 9 6 ♠  7 3
♥  — ♥  A Q J 7 6 5 2
♦  K Q J 9 ♦  7 5
♣  A 8 7 2 

N
W E

S ♣  6 5
♠ 10 8
♥  4 3
♦  A 10 6 2
♣  K J 9 4 3

 West North East South
   –   –   –  Pass
   1♠  Pass   1NT  Pass
   4♠ All Pass
I’ll leave you to choose how best to describe 
West’s rebid. However, it did put the spotlight 
on North.

Clearly you are not going to lead a heart, and 
a spade is sure to give a tempo (although it’s 
good enough here). Given a choice between the 
minors it must be best to start with the ♣Q. Play-
ing with a partner you can trust a discouraging 
♣3 is a possibility, but a safer option is to over-
take with the ♣K. If declarer ducks, the obvious 
spade switch will ensure two down. The best 
declarer can do is take the ♣A and play a high 
diamond, but South wins, cashes the ♣J and then 
plays a spade, ensuring one down.

+200 gets you 49-11, +100 36-24. However, 
leading a diamond makes 4♠ unbeatable and 
leaves you with only 11-49. Only one defender 
led the ♣Q.
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Hamlet’s Rule
The play’s the thing
Wherein I’ll catch the conscience of the king.

There were three deals in the fi rst session of the 
Pairs Championship that were a test for declarer.

Board 13. Dealer North. All Vul.Board 13. Dealer North. All Vul.

 ♠  Q J 6 3 2
 ♥  —
 ♦  A Q J 7
 ♣  Q 10 9 5
 ♠  K 10 9 8 ♠  A 7 5
 ♥  K 10 8 6 ♥  A Q 9 7 5 3
 ♦  5 ♦  K 6
 ♣  A J 4 2 

N
W E

S  ♣  K 8
 ♠  4
 ♥  J 4 2
 ♦ 10 9 8 4 3 2
 ♣  7 6 3
Once North has opened the bidding, it is not 
unreasonable to bid 6♥, but it only happened 
10 times, three pairs going one down.

Here are a couple of possible auctions depend-
ing on East’s initial action:
 West North East South
   –   1♠   1NT  Pass
   2♣*  Pass   2♥  Pass
   4♦* Double  Pass  Pass
   4♥  Pass   4♠  Pass
   4NT*  Pass   5♠  Pass
   6♥ All Pass
 West North East South
   –   1♠   2♥  Pass
   4♦* Double  Pass  Pass
   4♥  Pass   4♠  Pass
   5♣  Pass   6♥ All Pass
If South leads a spade declarer puts in dummy’s 
♠10, wins in hand with the ♠A, draws trumps 
in three rounds ending in dummy and plays a 
diamond. North takes the ace and exits with a 
diamond and declarer wins, plays a spade to dum-
my’s king, comes to hand with the ♣K and cashes 
the remaining trumps, squeezing North in the 
black suits.

Board 19. Dealer South. E/W Vul.Board 19. Dealer South. E/W Vul.

 ♠  A 8 4
 ♥ 10 2
 ♦  7 5
 ♣  A J 10 7 4 3
 ♠ 10 6 5 2 ♠  J 9 7 3
 ♥  9 7 6 3 ♥  A Q 5 4
 ♦  6 ♦  K J
 ♣  9 6 5 2 

N
W E

S  ♣  K Q 8
 ♠  K Q
 ♥  K J 8
 ♦  A Q 10 9 8 4 3 2
 ♣  —
 West North East South
   –   –   –   1♦
  Pass   1♠  Pass   3♦
  Pass   3NT All Pass
I’m not proposing that is the optimum sequence, 
but it was the one selected at the table I was 
following.

East led the ♠3 and declarer had to decide how 
to play.

One option is to go ‘all in’, overtaking dum-
my’s spade with the ace, cashing the ♣A and then 
playing a diamond to the queen, which will be 11 
tricks if the diamonds behave.

Another possibility is to win in dummy and 
play a low heart at trick two! If West has the ♥Q 
it will be virtually impossible to play it and when 
East wins with the ♥A, declarer will have a shot 
at 12 tricks.

The third option is to win the lead in dummy, 
cash the ♦A and if necessary give up a diamond. 
That will assure you of at least nine tricks. Start-
ing with a low heart from dummy is perhaps the 
most appealing line.

East’s lead is awkward, but is also signifi cant, 
as it strongly suggests that he has dangerous 
holdings in the other suits. On that basis I think 
at this form of scoring you should go for the max-
imum, not least because you may be behind the 
fi eld based on the opening lead.

37 pairs bid 3NT, 20 of them receiving a heart 
lead. A club was led 4 times, the rest leading a 
spade. +490 was worth 202-42, +460 175-79 and 
+430 151-93. Those who only scored +400 got 
77-167.
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Board 23. Dealer South. All Vul.Board 23. Dealer South. All Vul.

 ♠  9
 ♥  A 9 4 3
 ♦  Q 5 4
 ♣  A K J 5 2
 ♠  Q 10 3 ♠  J 8 6 5 2
 ♥  J 8 7 5 ♥  K 6
 ♦ 10 9 8 6 3 ♦  K J
 ♣  7 

N
W E

S  ♣  Q 10 9 3
 ♠  A K 7 4
 ♥  Q 10 2
 ♦  A 7 2
 ♣  8 6 4
 West North East South
   –   –   –   1♣
  Pass   1♥  Pass   1NT
  Pass   2♦*  Pass   2♥
  Pass   3♣  Pass   3♦
  Pass   3♥  Pass   3♠
  Pass   3NT All Pass
At the table I was watching, West led the ♦9.

How should declarer play?
Declarer ducked East’s ♦J, won the spade 

switch and played a club to the jack, a perfectly 
reasonable line, but one that did not lead to nine 
tricks.

One option, having ducked the diamond jack, 
is to win the spade switch, play a club to the ace 
and a low heart from dummy. Only the very best 
can play low in tempo when they have a double-
ton king in this situation, so East is likely to take 
the ♥K (as a small aside, declarer can unblock 
the ♥10) and play another spade. Declarer wins, 
pitching a club from dummy and plays a club. 
When West discards, declarer wins in dummy, 
plays a heart to the queen and a heart to dum-
my’s eight. When he cashes the ♥A, East is forced 
down to one spade and now declarer plays a dia-
mond, collecting East’s king.

However, I think it’s perhaps better to win the 
fi rst trick with the ♦A. Then you play a club to the 
jack and queen, win the spade return, play a club to 
the ace and a low heart, unblocking the ten when 
East puts up the king. You win the spade return, 
cash the hearts (fi nessing against West) and fi nd 
that the fourth heart squeezes East who must come 
down to ♠J ♦K ♣109. You exit with a low diamond 
and when the king appears you are home.

104 pairs bid 3NT, the fi fteen who made it 
scored between 244 and 227, depending on the 
number of tricks they recorded.

A Touch of Class
On the Wednesday evening, I was at the right 
table to witness a couple of gems.

Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul.Board 8. Dealer West. None Vul.

 ♠  4 3 2
 ♥  5 4 2
 ♦ 10 9 7
 ♣  J 8 5 3
 ♠  Q 10 6 ♠  A J 9 5
 ♥  J 10 3 ♥  A K Q 8
 ♦  A K 6 4 3 ♦  Q J 2
 ♣  7 6 

N
W E

S  ♣ 10 2
 ♠  K 8 7
 ♥  9 7 6
 ♦  8 5
 ♣  A K Q 9 4
 West North East South
 Schippers Hausler Stienen von Arnim
   1NT*  Pass   3NT All Pass

1NT 10-12

Eschewing the time-honoured idea of leading 
your longest suit against 3NT North, mindful that 
East had not looked for a major suit fi t, decided 
to lead a major. Despite his signifi cantly stronger 
holding in hearts (a subtle attempt to inject a 
note of levity) he went with the ♠4.

It is hard to blame declarer for playing low 
from dummy, but South won, and fi ve rounds of 
clubs meant two down and 240/4 for N/S.

If declarer had put up dummy’s ♠A almost all 
those points would have gone in the opposite 
direction.

When Elly Schippers showed me the deal we 
concluded that given North has not led a club it is 
reasonable to place the club strength with South, 
who would be on lead when West is declarer, 
which is surely going to be the case virtually all 
the time.

As a club lead is almost certain to defeat 3NT 
cashing out as opposed to risking the spade 
fi nesse might be the way to go.

When I asked au pair was happy to lead the ♣3.
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Board 9. Dealer North. E/W Vul.Board 9. Dealer North. E/W Vul.
 ♠  A J 10
 ♥  7
 ♦  A K Q J 5 3
 ♣  J 8 7
 ♠  9 6 4 ♠  8 2
 ♥ 10 9 6 5 3 ♥  A K Q
 ♦  4 ♦  9 8 7 6 2
 ♣  K 9 5 4 

N
W E

S  ♣ 10 6 3
 ♠  K Q 7 5 3
 ♥  J 8 4 2
 ♦ 10
 ♣  A Q 2
You would be happy to reach 6♠ or 6♦, but a lit-
tle care is needed in the former. Say West leads a 
heart and East plays two rounds, forcing dummy 
to ruff . Now the winning line is to unblock the 
♠AJ, come to hand with the ♣A and cash your 
remaining trumps. If diamonds are not 5-1 you 
are home, but even though they are badly dis-
tributed the last trump squeezes East.

+980 collected, 231/13, +920 218/26 but even 
+480 was 153/91.

Board 17. Dealer North. None Vul.Board 17. Dealer North. None Vul.
 ♠  Q 2
 ♥  A Q 5 3
 ♦  A K J 8
 ♣  A 8 5
 ♠  A J 8 6 5 ♠  K 10 9
 ♥  J 10 ♥  9 7 4 2
 ♦ 10 7 3 ♦  Q 9 6 4 2
 ♣  7 6 3 

N
W E

S  ♣  K
 ♠  7 4 3
 ♥  K 8 6
 ♦  5
 ♣  Q J 10 9 4 2
The popular contract was 3NT by North.

At the table I was watching, East led the ♦2 
for the fi ve and ten. How should declarer play?

One option is to go to dummy with the ♥K and 
run the ♣Q, but that needs the king to be onside 
and not guarded more than once.

You could cash the ♣A, hoping for a Rabbin-
ical king to appear.

Or you could simply play a low club, hoping 
the defenders don’t switch to spades.

Jovi Smederevac went for the latter, but to encour-
age East, she won the fi rst diamond with the king! 
East took the ♣K but looked no further than the 
diamond suit and declarer emerged with 12 tricks.

+490 was worth 191/53.

Board 25. Dealer North. E/W Vul.Board 25. Dealer North. E/W Vul.

 ♠ 10 7 2
 ♥  K 9 4
 ♦  A Q 10
 ♣  A Q 10 4
 ♠  8 6 ♠  J 5
 ♥  A Q 6 3 ♥  J 8 5
 ♦  K J 8 7 5 2 ♦  —
 ♣  2 

N
W E

S  ♣  K J 9 8 7 6 5 3
 ♠  A K Q 9 4 3
 ♥ 10 7 2
 ♦  9 6 4 3
 ♣  —
 West North East South
   –   1NT   3♣   4♠
 All Pass
West led the ♣2 and declarer put in dummy’s 
ten, ruffi  ng East’s jack and cashed the ♠A col-
lecting the eight and jack. He continued with a 
diamond to the ten, the good news being that 
the fi nesse was right, the bad that East scored a 
trick with the ♠5.

If East had followed with the ♠5, declarer 
would have cashed a second trump and then 
played a diamond to the ten. A heart goes on 
the ♣A and declarer eff ects a dummy reversal, 
scoring 12 tricks.

The genius holding the East cards was Agus-
tin Madala.

Holding declarer to 11 tricks was worth 65/179, 
while losing 480 would have meant 172/72.
Bidding Matters (Mostly)
The fi nal session of the Pairs saw many deals 
decided by what happened in the bidding phase.

Board 14. Dealer East. None Vul.Board 14. Dealer East. None Vul.

 ♠ 10 7 2
 ♥  Q 8 6 3
 ♦  A Q J 8 6
 ♣  3
 ♠  Q J 8 6 ♠  9
 ♥ 10 9 7 4 ♥  K J 5 2
 ♦  7 4 3 ♦  9 5
 ♣ 10 6 

N
W E

S  ♣  K J 9 8 7 2
 ♠  A K 5 4 3
 ♥  A
 ♦  K 10 2
 ♣  A Q 5 4
This is an unlucky deal for N/S in so far as 6♠ 
is doomed by the 4-1 break (although two pairs 
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scored a miraculous +980!). -50 was worth 78/166.
A few pairs were in 6♦. When East leads the ♠9 

the winning line for declarer to win in dummy, 
come to hand with a diamond and take the club 
fi nesse. That is followed by the ♣A and another 
club. Declarer ruff s and must now play a spade. 
East can ruff , but declarer will take the rest, being 
able to cash a second spade and the ♥A and have 
a high crossruff  for the last four tricks.

Four pairs bid 6♦ - two of them making it, one 
when East led the ♣2 (perhaps having opened 
3♣?). Now declarer needs to put in dummy’s ♣Q.

Board 9. Dealer North. E/W Vul.Board 9. Dealer North. E/W Vul.

 ♠  K Q 9
 ♥  K 7 6
 ♦  A K 9 4
 ♣  Q 10 6
 ♠  J 7 ♠ 10 6 2
 ♥  A 9 8 5 4 2 ♥ 10 3
 ♦  Q J ♦  8 5 3
 ♣  A K 5 

N
W E

S  ♣  9 7 4 3 2
 ♠  A 8 5 4 3
 ♥  Q J
 ♦ 10 7 6 2
 ♣  J 8
 West North East South
   –   1NT  Pass   2♥*
  Pass   2♠  Pass   2NT
  Pass   ?
A simple question – do you bid 3NT or 4[?

With no doubleton 3NT looks automatic, but 
only ten(!) pairs did that, scoring 235/9 or 215/29 
depending on the number of tricks they took.

4♠ was worth 164/80.

Board 17. Dealer North. None Vul.Board 17. Dealer North. None Vul.

 ♠  9 7 5 4 2
 ♥  A 10
 ♦  Q 8 3
 ♣ 10 9 6
 ♠  — ♠  K Q J 10 3
 ♥  5 4 2 ♥  Q J 8 3
 ♦  9 4 ♦  J 5 2
 ♣  A K Q J 8 7 5 3 

N
W E

S  ♣  2
 ♠  A 8 6
 ♥  K 9 7 6
 ♦  A K 10 7 6
 ♣  4

 West North East South
   –  Pass  Pass   1♦
  –?
How many clubs should West bid?

I would be tempted to try 4♣. Were the bid-
ding to continue Pass-Pass-Dble North is going 
to bid 4♠ which is not a bad outcome for E/W.

Those who tried 5♣ were usually doubled and 
scored only 13 points.

Board 22. Dealer East. All Vul.Board 22. Dealer East. All Vul.

 ♠  A
 ♥  K Q J 5 4 2
 ♦  J 8
 ♣  J 10 9 2
 ♠  K Q 10 8 3 ♠  J 9 7 5 2
 ♥ 10 8 ♥  A 7 6
 ♦  A Q 6 4 ♦  2
 ♣  K 8 

N
W E

S  ♣  A Q 6 4
 ♠  6 4
 ♥  9 3
 ♦  K 10 9 7 5 3
 ♣  7 5 3
How easy is it to bid 6♠ with the E/W cards?

15 pairs managed it.
After 1♠-Pass-2NT* if North bids 3♥ although 

East has a modest hand with poor trumps every 
side suit is controlled, so jumping to 4♠ is not 
the answer. Passing allows West to cue-bid 4♣ 
and if East then bids 4♦ West can continue with 
a ‘Last Train’ 4♥. Then East can ask for key cards 
and 6♠ should be reached.
Maximum Pressure
While I was looking at the deals from the second 
session of the teams I tuned in to the Interna-
tional Championship Snooker Final between Tom 
Ford and Zhang Anda. With the score at 1-1 in 
the best of 19 frame fi nal, the Chinese player 
produced a fl awless display of potting in com-
piling a maximum 147 break, to the delight of 
the home crowd.

That leads us neatly to the deal of the tour-
nament, which occurred in the fi nal match of 
the day:
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Board 22. Dealer East. E/W Vul.Board 22. Dealer East. E/W Vul.

 ♠  7 6 5
 ♥  Q J 8 7 5 4
 ♦  J 3 2
 ♣  4
 ♠  A J ♠  K Q 10 4 3
 ♥  A K 10 6 ♥  3 2
 ♦  K 4 ♦  A 7 6 5
 ♣  K Q 8 7 6 

N
W E

S  ♣  A 2
 ♠  9 8 2
 ♥  9
 ♦  Q 10 9 8
 ♣  J 10 9 5 3
 West North East South
   –   –   1♠  Pass
   2♣   2♥  Pass  Pass
   3♥  Pass   3♠  Pass
   4NT*  Pass   5♦*  Pass
   5♥*  Pass   6♠  Pass
   7NT All Pass
North’s whimsical overcall suggested bad breaks 
might be possible, so not wanting to risk a pos-
sible ruff  at trick one West decides to play in 
no-trumps.

When North leads the ♥Q, declarer wins with 
the king, unblocks the ♠AJ and then cashes the 
♥A and the ♣K before crossing to dummy with a 
club. When North discards on this trick, declarer 
can lay his cards on the table!

As dummy’s remaining spades are cashed, 
South, compelled to keep two clubs, is forced to 
come down to the ♦Q10 and ♣J10.

On the last spade declarer discards the ♣8, 
comes to hand with the ♦K and cashes the ♣Q. 
North, down to ♥J ♦J32 is forced to part with a 
diamond and so declarer’s 13th trick materialises 
in the guise of the ♦7 (I hope declarer remembered 
to demand a beer from partner when winning the 
last trick with the seven of diamonds - ed.).

A text-book non-simultaneous double squeeze.
These things look easy on paper, but in real 

life things are not so simple. If declarer does not 
cash the ♣K it is possible to misguess the end-
ing, playing for the clubs to be 3-3.

Many who attempted 7NT failed to record a 
maximum!

Don’t ask me how I misplayed the hand.

We are searching for players who have attended the 
Madeira Festival at least 25 times. If you are one of these 

special people please let the organising team know. You can 
leave your details at the Welcome Desk or contact a member 
of the Bulletin staff  in the Executive Meeting Room (at the 

other end of the fourth fl oor from the playing area).
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Only Here For The Beer (and wine)
 Ron Tacchi

For the fi rst time in a long while my journey 
to Madeira was most agreeable – espe-
cially having arranged for my fl ights to be 

upgraded to Business Class. I had a very pleas-
ant two or three hours in the lounge in Lisbon 
and after striking up a rapport with the barman 
proceeded to sample a large selection of excel-
lent Portuguese red wines, ports and aguardente. 
I was defi nitely mellow when boarding the aero-
plane for the short hop to Madeira. At the airport 
I was scooped up by Laura and taken to my apart-
ment and very shortly after I met up with her, Ceri 
and others in the Tapas Bar opposite the hotel (if 
you show your badge you get a 10% deduction on 
the bill). Whereupon birthdays were celebrated 
and tales told.

The following morning having set up our work 
stations for future bulletin preparation, at the 
absolute last minute in order to make up a half 
table I paired up with Ceri to play in the Thurs-
day night match-point pairs. The downside of 
this arrangement was that our system discussion 
was limited to two minutes as we crossed the 
road from the hotel to the congress centre – this 
was to have repercussions later in the evening.

Our start was not auspicious as on the very 
fi rst board whilst I was trying to organise the 
envelopes, table, bridgemate and scorecard I did 
not see my partner’s takeout double of an open-
ing pre-empt and so I passed. A bottom on the 
very fi rst deal. Five hands later:

3NT by South – a hopeless contract. The photo 
says it all…..

Board 22. Dealer East. E/W Vul.Board 22. Dealer East. E/W Vul.

♠  K 9 5
♥  A 8 3
♦  8 6 5
♣  Q J 6 5

♠  8 2 ♠  A J 10 4 3
♥  7 6 2 ♥ 10 5 4
♦  Q 10 ♦  A J 9 3
♣  K 10 8 4 3 2 

N
W E

S ♣  7
♠  Q 7 6
♥  K Q J 9
♦  K 7 4 2
♣  A 9

 West  North  East South
   – Tacchi   – Pierce
   –  –   2♠ Double
  Pass   3♠  Pass  3NT
 All Pass

After the auction West led the ♣4 maybe because 
her partner’s 2♠ may only have been a fi ve-card suit.

On the club lead, Ceri could count two clubs, 
four hearts and a spade – another two tricks 
needed to be conjured up from somewhere. 
The club lead was run to the nine and the ♣A 
cashed in order to unblock a potential club trick 
in dummy, East discarding – oh dear.

Ceri, having discovered the bad club break, 
gave up on trying to set up a club trick now, due 
to a pitiful lack of entries – the opponents could 
do that should they chose to do so - and instead 
crossed to the ace of hearts in dummy. Now a 
desperate diamond was led from dummy towards 
the king which held (phew) and the remaining 
three hearts were cashed.

Ceri now had seven tricks – four hearts, two 
clubs and a diamond, with a spade to come and no 
sign of a ninth trick. So with nothing better to do she 
exited with a spade to the king and ace. The oppo-
nents now helpfully mangled the diamond suit by 
leading ♦J through declarer which was overtaken by 
the queen and the ten returned to the ace. The ♦9 
was cashed (maybe East thought that partner had 
a singleton spade and the fi nal winning diamond) 
and when she didn’t, East had no choice other than 
to cash the ♠A and exit a spade which was won by 
declarer, leaving Ceri with the fi nal trick with the ♦7, 
and thus could claim a pint of beer! However due to 
my tired and emotional state it was my partner  who 
went to the bar to purchase my beer.

After the auction West led the♣4 maybe because



Page 1 7– Bulletin 0.5 Monday 4th November

XXVII Madeira Bridge Festival

Board 4. Dealer West. All Vul.Board 4. Dealer West. All Vul.

♠  A J 6 5 3
♥  —
♦  A 10 6 5
♣  A K 5 3

♠  K 9 8 ♠ 10 7 4
♥  Q 7 5 ♥  K J 9 4 2
♦  7 4 ♦  J 3
♣  Q 10 8 6 2 

N
W E

S ♣  9 7 4
♠  Q 2
♥  A 10 8 6 3
♦  K Q 9 8 2
♣  J

 West North East South
 — Tacchi – Pierce
  Pass   1♠  Pass   2♥*
  Pass   3♦  Pass   4♦
  Pass   6♦ All Pass

2♥ 2 over 1 (a rare case where we had a system 
agreement and remembered it)

After the bid of Four Diamonds I was unsure as 
to how best to continue. Blackwood was unlikely 
to be useful and a cue-bid of Four Hearts could 
easily be misconstrued and so I fell back on the 
old strategy of bidding what I thought I could 
make. The question was how best to play it after 

the lead of the seven of clubs to jack, queen and 
ace. Obviously as the cards lie almost any play to 
make thirteen tricks will work, but we are not in 
the grand slam. So my goal was to maximise my 
chances in the small slam.

At trick two a diamond to dummy’s queen was 
followed by the queen of spades which was covered 
by West and the trick won by the ace. I now cashed 
the ace of clubs discarding a spade and continued 
with a third round which East ruff ed with the jack 
of diamonds. After a couple of seconds he realised 
that he still retained a club and so now produced 
it and went to leave the diamond on the table as 
a penalty card. In the spirit of a friendly game I 
insisted he pick the card up without penalty. I could 
not ‘unsee’ the position of the jack of diamonds 
especially as it gave me a sure line for twelve tricks.

I came back to hand with a heart ruff  and led 
another club and this time East ruff ed legally with 
the ♦J. After overruffi  ng I could continue to win 
all but the fi nal trick on a high cross ruff . Thus at 
trick thirteen West won the trick with the seven 
of diamonds. A debate ensued as to whether her 
partner should have to off er a beer. I suggested 
the best solution was that she should off er me a 
beer as I had completely unnecessarily allowed 
her to take the last trick. Unfortunately, from my 
perspective, this solution was not adopted.

Matchpoint Pairs Results
N/S % Names
1 61.94 Petur Orn Gudjonsson - Aevar Armansson
2 59.83 Laura Woodruff  - Nuno D Martins
3 58.47 Lasse Utter - Maria Tulonen
4 57.76 Ole Farwig - Wiebke Farwig
5 56.77 Alejandro Gaytan de Ayala - Patrice Fincias
6 56.25 Ingibjorg Johannesdottir - Thordur Sigurdsson
7 55.68 Ron Tacchi - Ceri Pierce
8 54.71 Lech Zwirello - Maria Kroppa
9 54.15 Julius Sigurjonsson - Steinar Jonsson
10 52.33 Poul Mogensen - Susan Just
11 51.91 Ursula Zimmer - Dagmar Winkler
12 51.17 Magnus Thorkelsson - Unnar Gudmundsson
13 50.4 João Machado - José Macedo
14 49.04 Vigfus Vigfusson - Johanna Gisladottir
15 46.8 David Gurvich - Rachael Moller
16 46.09 Lucia Grosmann - Han Begas
17 44.44 David Ludviksson - Emma Axelsdottir
18 44.37 Paul Cunningham - Sophie Cunningham
19 42.37 Norberto Fernandes - Joaquim Trindade
20 40.21 Pim Vermeulen - Marie-José de Bruine
21 35.17 Carole Chris - Nigel Balcombe
22 29.43 Hrafnildur Skuladottir - Jórunn Kristinsdóttir

E/W IMPs Names
1 64.1 Hans Kreuning - Saha Ouda
2 60.76 Frederic Boldt - Nick Nautilus
3 60.62 Svein Markussen - Roennaug Asla
4 55.74 Michel Ingelbert - Françoise Ingelbert
5 54.94 Iwona Larssen - Magnus Larssen
6 53.63 Rosemary Shaw - Andreas Jensen
7 53.53 Leena Bützow - Seppo Niemi
8 52.29 Liliana Sufl ida - Piotr Kardasinski
9 52.12 Haakan Tjärnemo - Bengt Emanuelsson
10 51.84 Eduardo Fernandes - Pedro Morgado
11 51.53 Sander van der Zwet - John van der Zwet
12 50.61 Ricardo Fernandes - Frederico Teixeira
13 50.32 Kristinn Kristinsson - Svala K Palsdottir
14 49.05 Helene Thygesen - Fred Kreek
15 48.23 Matthias Einarsson - Gudmundur Einarsson
16 45.1 John Vermehren Norris - Svanhildur Hall
17 44.29 Halldor Svanbergsson - Sigurdur Steingrimsson
18 43.34 Filomena Morgado - Filipe Vasconcelos
19 43.34 Fátima Menezes - Nuno Menezes
20 42.78 Mathias Farwig - Christian Farwig
21 41.31 Jon Gunnar Sigurjonsson - Hulda Gislasdottir
22 32.01 Asgerdur Jonsdottir - Stefania Margret Jonsdottir
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The One-level And Even More Beer
 Ceri Pierce

Ihad the great fortune to play with Ole Farwig 
in this event, a charming German junior inter-
national player. At the time of writing, he is 

the youngest player at the festival, and celebrated 
his 22ⁿd birthday the previous day. Unfortunately, 
Ole’s partner had to withdraw (due to work com-
mitments) at the last minute, and his loss was 
most defi nitely my gain.

Ole, it turns out is from a bit of a bridge play-
ing family dynasty. He is here with his parents 
and aunt and uncle, who are also playing in the 
festival when they are not off  hiking. His aunt 
is a past Women’s World Champion, and his 
uncle played for the German open team. They 
also played together for the junior international 
team. But that’s not all…. his brother plays for the 
juniors, both of his grandmothers play, as well as 
the mother of his aunt (as did all their husbands 
when they were alive), and two of his cousins.

Rather than writing about a spectacular slam 
or backwash squeeze play, I have two humble 
one- level contracts for your entertainment.

Board 11. Dealer South. None Vul.Board 11. Dealer South. None Vul.

♠  J 5
♥  Q 7
♦  A K Q 7 5 3
♣  A 10 2

♠ 10 8 7 3 ♠  A K Q 9
♥  K 9 3 ♥  A 10 8 4 2
♦ 10 8 4 2 ♦  9
♣  8 4 

N
W E

S ♣  K 9 5
♠  6 4 2
♥  J 6 5
♦  J 6
♣  Q J 7 6 3

 West North East South
 – Farwig – Pierce
 - - -  Pass
  Pass   1NT Double All Pass*
* No escape mechanism had been agreed for 1NT 
doubled in the three second system chat at the 
start of the session

A brief two-bid auction left partner in 1NT 
doubled and after the opponents cashed their 
four spade tricks and two hearts, it was not 

diffi  cult for declarer to cash the remaining tricks 
and make his doubled contract. But– that is not 
the point of this story – Ole did not miss a trick 
(literally) and had the presence of mind to make 
the last trick with the ♦7– and yet another pint 
of beer hit the deck. Oh yes, and the opponents 
can make four hearts or and four spades, though 
only four East West pairs managed to stumble 
into the major suit game.

If anyone else has a ♦7 hand to share, please 
do send an email to madeira@vaupillon.com 
where it will be published, and we will let you 
buy the bulletin team a beer!

The next hand required nerves of steel:

Board 16. Dealer West. E/W Vul.Board 16. Dealer West. E/W Vul.

♠  8 6
♥  K 5
♦ 10 9 5
♣  A Q 9 5 4 3

♠  A K Q 5 ♠  9 4 3 2
♥  6 3 2 ♥  J 9 8 4
♦  A 3 2 ♦  J 6 4
♣  J 8 7 

N
W E

S ♣  6 2
♠  J 10 7
♥  A Q 10 7
♦  K Q 8 7
♣  K 10

 West North East South
  Farwig  Pierce
   1♣*  Pass  Pass Double
  Pass  Pass   1♥  Pass
   1NT Double Redouble All Pass
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IMP Pairs 1 Results
N/S IMPs Names
1 39.38 Hans Kreuning - Saha Ouda
2 27.52 Fred Kreek - Helene Thygesen
3 24.1 Ingibjorg Johannesdottir - Thordur Sigurdsson
4 22.1 Allie Hoenstok - Hans Metselaar
5 20.69 Lasse Utter - Maria Tulonen
6 20.66 Harpa Fold Ingolfsdottir - Svala K Palsdottir
7 20.59 Han Begas - Lucia Grosmann
8 19.9 Sarko Kassabian - Marie Therese Hambrick
9 18.28 Jorge Cruzeiro - Carlos Luiz
10 15.41 Glenn Grotheim - Lasse Aaseng
11 10.45 David Ludviksson - Emma Axelsdottir
12 9.55 Halldor Svanbergsson - Sigurdur Steingrimsson
13 8.52 Julius Sigurjonsson - Steinar Jonsson
14 2.69 Gabriel Gislason - Gisli Steingrimsson
15 -0.93 Heinrich Naegeli - Irene Naegeli
16 -1.24 Rosemary Shaw - Reynir Helgason
17 -3.93 Petur Orn Gudjonsson - Aevar Armansson
18 -5.45 Fátima Menezes - Nuno Menezes
19 -6.03 Antti Elsinen - Tiina Elsinen
20 -7.21 João Machado - José Macedo
21 -7.83 Ole Farwig - Ceri Pierce
22 -9.14 Frank van Gorp - Arjan Roelofs
23 -14.93 Eduardo Fernandes - Pedro Morgado
24 -16.62 Haakan Tjärnemo - Bengt Emanuelsson
25 -20.28 Joop Stronks - Marjolein Roelofs
26 -20.55 Poul Mogensen - Susan Just
27 -27.41 Franz Roettger - Kerstin Sosnowski
28 -34.83 Françoise Ingelbert - Michel Ingelbert
29 -37.93 Ursula Zimmer - Dagmar Winkler
30 -45.52 Jane Marland - Pierre Fougerouse

E/W IMPs Names
1 55.69 Harry Burmania - Dennis Ottevanger
2 49.28 Frederico Teixeira - Ricardo Fernandes
3 44.76 Alejandro Gaytan de Ayala - Patrice Fincias
4 31.34 Vigfus Vigfusson - Johanna Gisladottir
5 30.03 Ingvar Ingvarsson - Oyvind Brudevold
6 28.86 Sander van der Zwet - John van der Zwet
7 28.28 Sophie Cunningham - Paul Cunningham
8 19.31 Anka van den Bergh - Maurice Bonne
9 16.07 Pier Westra - John Linse
10 15.55 Nick Nautilus - Frederic Boldt
11 14.59 David Gurvich - Rachael Moller
12 11.83 Peer Koester - Silvia Klasberg-Brawanski
13 11.52 Mel Barlow - John Arblaster
14 11.03 Liliana Sufl ida - Piotr Kardasinski
15 7.38 Sigurdur Ingvarsson - Svanhildur Hall
16 6.93 Sigurdur Gislason - Kristian Albertsson
17 2.48 Lech Zwirello - Maria Kroppa
18 -2.79 Kristinn Kristinsson - Unnar Gudmundsson
19 -2.86 Hrafnildur Skuladottir - Jórunn Kristinsdóttir
20 -7.21 Caroline van Valen - Eric van Valen
21 -16.24 Jon Gunnar Sigurjonsson - Hulda Gislasdottir
22 -19.52 Wilson McLeod - Jeanne McLeod
23 -25.97 Sigurjon Vilhjalmsson - Thorbergur Torfason
24 -27.24 Stefania Margret Jonsdottir - Asgerdur Jonsdottir
25 -32.59 Iwona Larssen - Magnus Larssen
26 -35.03 Matthias Einarsson - Gudmundur Einarsson
27 -49.1 John Korver - Ankie Korver-de Haas
28 -51.17 Filomena Morgado - Filipe Vasconcelos
29 -56.1 Carole Chris - Nigel Balcombe
30 -59.1 Szczepan Smoczynski - Gitte Hecht-Johansen

Redoubled contracts are always fun, but they do 
require a certain amount of conviction to pass 
them out. Now, what would you lead with the 
South hand? No pressure – just a vulnerable 
redoubled contract. Luckily, whatever you lead 
takes the contract off , but as partner had passed 
out 1♣ doubled, the clear cut lead for me was the 
♣K, followed by the ♣10. We cashed the fi rst six 
club tricks, and after seeing a heart signal, Ole 
played the ♥K and another heart to the jack and 
queen, which was followed by the ♥A and ♥10 and 
down four for 2200. Any other lead defeats the 
contract by just two tricks and a measly score of 
1000. I have to say, that it’s not every day you 
score 2200 from a one-level contract (or indeed 
from any level contract).

Ole was not only a pleasure to play with, but 
has a superb temperament and attitude towards 
bridge which is so important. I am sure we will 
be seeing a lot of him at the bridge table in the 
future.

Diolch.
Ceri 
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A Tale Of Two Tables
 Ron Tacchi

On Saturday afternoon I moseyed on over to 
the Congress Centre to have a quick look 
at the second IMP Pairs. I was not playing 

as I had a rendezvous at the Ritz to see Siân Les-
ley's fabulous dinner show.

Perchance I watched Paul and Sophie Cun-
ningham play a couple of boards and then after 
a brief discussion with one of the tournament 
directors I saw there was a vacant chair next to 
Carlos Luiz who was playing with Hans Metselaar, 
who must be one of the most frequent habitués of 
this festival. As luck would have it the two boards 
they played were the same as I had just watched.

Board 11. Dealer South. None Vul.Board 11. Dealer South. None Vul.

♠  9 7 4
♥  Q 9
♦ 10 3 2
♣  J 8 7 4 3

♠  K 10 5 ♠  6
♥  8 6 ♥  A K J 10 7 3 2
♦  A K J 9 4 ♦  8 7
♣  K Q 9 

N
W E

S ♣  A 6 5
♠  A Q J 8 3 2
♥  5 4
♦  Q 6 5
♣ 10 2

 West North East South
 Paul   – Sophie
   –   –   –   2♦*
 Double   2♥* Double   2♠
   2NT  Pass   4NT  Pass
   5♣  Pass   6♥ All Pass

2♦ Multi
2♥ Pass or correct

The nub of this hand is what to bid over West's 
2NT bid. I think it is obvious you want to be in 
slam and East seemed to agree with me and so 
checked that partner had at least one ace and 
then bid the slam. With the trumps being 2-2 
there was no diffi  culty in the play and so twelve 
tricks were claimed after the lead of the ace of 
spades. Bidding the slam was worth 6.1 IMPs.

At the other table:

 West North East South
   – Carlos   – Hans
   –   –   –   2♠
  Pass   3♠   4♥ All Pass
When West elected not to fi nd a bid at her fi rst 
turn it was not easy for her to picture the perfect 
hand opposite and so did not make a slam try. 
Not bidding the slam cost 5.1 IMPs.

Board 12. Dealer West. N/S Vul.Board 12. Dealer West. N/S Vul.

♠ 10
♥  K 10 6 5 4
♦  A K 4
♣  K Q 9 4

♠  Q 8 6 4 ♠  A 5 3
♥  Q J ♥  A 9 8 7 3
♦  8 5 ♦  J 7 6
♣  A 10 8 6 5 

N
W E

S ♣  J 2
♠  K J 9 7 2
♥  2
♦  Q 10 9 3 2
♣  7 3

 West North East South
 Paul   – Sophie
  Pass   1♥  Pass   1♠
  Pass   2♣  Pass   2♥
 All Pass
I have some sympathy for South as she agonised 
as to what to bid over 2♣. Her choice of 2♥ did 
not work out well as there were only seven tricks 
available. -100 lost 2.1 IMPs.
 West North East South
   – Carlos   – Hans
  Pass   1♥  Pass   1♠
  Pass   2♣  Pass   2♠
 All Pass
The 2♠ rebid by South is the route which I would 
have chosen, normally that would be a death 
knell for the bid but on this occasion it was a 
better bid than 2♥. Eight tricks were available 
and they were worth 3 IMPs.
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IMP Pairs 2 Results
N/S IMPs Names
1 53.8 Franz Roettger - Kerstin Sosnowski
2 52.9 Sarko Kassabian - Marie Therese Hambrick
3 36.6 Gitte Hecht-Johansen - Szczepan Smoczynski
4 29.4 Han Begas - Lucia Grosmann
5 26.8 Iwona Larssen - Magnus Larssen
6 25.6 Nick Nautilus - Frederic Boldt
7 24.4 Hans van Ommeren - Pim Vermeulen
8 24.2 Anka van den Bergh - Ole Farwig
9 23.8 Vigfus Vigfusson - Johanna Gisladottir
10 13.3 Poul Mogensen - Susan Just
11 11.5 Gunnar Thordarson - Thordur Sigurdsson
12 10.6 Rachael Moller - David Gurvich
13 8.6 Carlos Luiz - Hans Metselaar
14 8.1 João Machado - José Macedo
15 5.1 Maurice Bonne - Patrick Carette
16 1.5 Sander van der Zwet - John van der Zwet
17 0.6 Filomena Morgado - Pedro Morgado
18 -3.5 Lasse Utter - Maria Tulonen
19 -3.5 Lech Zwirello - Maria Kroppa
20 -6.5 Hrafnildur Skuladottir - Jórunn Kristinsdóttir
21 -9 Peer Koester - Silvia Klasberg-Brawanski
22 -13.9 Fátima Menezes - Nuno Menezes
23 -14.3 Henning Ostergaard - Anne Mette Schaltz
24 -16.3 Unnar Gudmundsson - Thorbergur Torfason
25 -26.3 John Arblaster - Wilson McLeod
26 -27 Piotr Kardasinski - Liliana Sufl ida
27 -28.7 Lone 'Mama' Kiaer - Jeppe Juhl
28 -36.3 Alejandro Gaytan de Ayala - Patrice Fincias
29 -36.8 Jan Petter Svendsen - Lasse Aaseng
30 -38.1 Ursula Zimmer - Dagmar Winkler
31 -38.5 Eduardo Fernandes - João Amaral
32 -80.4 Stefania Margret Jonsdottir - Asgerdur Jonsdottir

E/W IMPs Names
1 51.8 Harry Burmania - Dennis Ottevanger
2 48.5 Bengt Emanuelsson - Haakan Tjärnemo
3 43.3 Pierre Fougerouse - Jane Marland
4 33.9 Andrea Nilsson - Mikael Rimstedt
5 32.7 Sigurdur Ingimarsson - Svanhildur Hall
6 30.5 Aevar Armansson - Petur Orn Gudjonsson
7 30 Gisli Thorarinsson - Kristinn Kristinsson
8 29.9 Eric van Valen - Rob Jagroop
9 23.1 Sophie Cunningham - Paul Cunningham
10 21.2 Antti Elsinen - Tiina Elsinen
11 16.8 Dainis Uljanovs - Janis Romanovskis
12 11.4 Frederico Teixeira - Marco S Teixeira
13 9 Ingvar Ingvarsson - Caroline van Valen
14 8.8 Rosemary Shaw - Reynir Helgason
15 3.3 Mads Eyde - Martin Schaltz
16 1.7 Jon Gunnar Sigurjonsson - Hulda Gislasdottir
17 -3.6 Dierik Mistiaen - Leentje Verleyen
18 -4 Hans Kreuning - Sahar Ouda
19 -9.2 Sigurdur Gislason - Kristian Albertsson
20 -10.1 Fred Kreek - Helene Thygesen
21 -13.6 Matthias Einarsson - Gudmundur Einarsson
22 -17.3 Rosa Richardson - Robert Richardson
23 -17.7 David Ludviksson - Emma Axelsdottir
24 -19.8 Jean Pharasyn - Annick Sleeckx
25 -21.8 Svala K Palsdottir - Karl Gretar Karlsson
26 -26.5 Nigel Balcombe - Carole Chris
27 -27 John Korver - Ankie Korver-de Haas
28 -30.2 Monica Whittmore - Dorrie Nelson
29 -33.7 Egil Hansen - Svein-Harald Riisnes
30 -38.9 Henrique Ribeiro - Rachael Murphy
31 -39.6 Michel Ingelbert - Françoise Ingelbert
32 -59.8 Lieven Lambrecht - Sabine Hoes
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Your Directors

Marc van Beĳ sterveldt: 64 years old and this year directing in his 8th festival. Ever 
since his fi rst time in Madeira it has been his favourite bridge festival. He has directed 
all over the world and they all have their pluses and minuses, but Madeira is excep-
tional. He has directed since 1994 in World and European championships and festivals 
all around Europe.

José Júlio Curado – Chief Tournament Director: In October 1996 José decided he 
wanted to know the Laws of Bridge. Two years later he was invited to direct the fi rst 
edition of this tournament with Rui Marques. He liked it so much that he kept com-
ing back and in 2005 he moved to Madeira. By the end of this 12-day week, you will 
understand why. Have Fun!

Diarmuid Reddan: Diarmuid Reddan is an Irish Tournament Director recently pro-
moted to NBO International Director and also directed at the Europeans in Dublin 
in 2012.
Diarmuid has also represented The CBAI playing in the Camrose in 2013 and has been 
NPC to various Irish teams with his most recent one being the Irish Mixed Team in 
Madeira in June 2022.

Jakub (Kuba) Kasprzak: A new addition to the team, Kuba is an international direc-
tor, on the TD panels of both the EBL and WBF.  From Gdansk, Poland, he is married 
with two small children.

Sarah Amos: began her TD career in Wales where she is a National Director and still 
runs many events. She subsequently joined the EBU TD panel over 20 years ago which 
has allowed her to work all over the UK, running all types of bridge events from club 
games to home internationals. She loves the variety that directing brings, along with 
the chance to meet a huge range of diff erent personalities and levels of bridge player.

Jacob Duschek:  is a Danish tournament director living in Copenhagen. He was 
awarded the EBL Tournament Director title in 2013 and has been directing regu-
larly at EBL Championships since then. He is the author of the textbook 'A Guide 
to the Bridge Laws'. His best results as a player are a bronze medal in 2011 and a 
silver medal in 2012 at the Danish teams championship. 

Frederico Palma: has been involved with contract Bridge since 2006 when, infl uenced 
by his father, he started to learn the game. He started directing in Lisbon in Centro 
de Bridge de Lisboa. It hasn’t been an easy task, but he would like to continue devel-
oping his directing skills, and that’s why he is joining the directing team in Madeira 
again this year.
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OUR SPONSORSOUR SPONSORS
FUNCHAL CITY COUNCIL: Our local City Council, based in the former Palace of the Counts 
of Carvalhal, built in 1758.

APM – MADEIRA PROMOTION BUREAU: Non-profi t association of the Regional Tour-
ism Board and the Funchal Chamber of Commerce and Industry, for the development 
of a common strategy for promotion of Madeira.

DRD – REGIONAL DIRECTORATE OF  SPORT: Regional government arm responsible for sum-
mer camps, internet cafés, youth associations, volunteering and other youth programmes.

MC COMPUTERS: Acknowledged regional IT leader, developing and managing projects for 
the biggest public and private clients.

NOS MADEIRA: Portuguese media and communications company with a regional base in Madeira  
leader in cable television distribution and the home-video distributor for Walt Disney Pictures, 
Warner Bros. DreamWorks and Paramount Pictures releases in Portugal.

ECM – MADEIRA BREWERY: Established in 1872 and the largest producer and distributor of 
beverages in the region, ECM manufactures and distributes its own brands of beers, soft drinks 
and water.

VIDAMAR RESORT MADEIRA: Our beautiful venue for the International Bridge Open, VidaMar 
Resort Madeira is one of three 5-star resorts in the hotel chain.

MADEIRA TOURISM: The Tourism Board for the Madeira Archipelago. Visit the website 
for information about events, activities, transport and accommodation in Madeira 
and Porto Santo.


